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	Abstract:
	Cytochemical techniques and mild extractions were used at the electron microscope level for the study of the cambial zone of several hardwoods and one softwood. The maturation processes of the primary radial and tangential cell walls involve a progressive disappearance of their initial heterogeneity. The buttress-like zone joining these walls appears to be the starting point for a characteristic sequence of changes and intra-wall rearrangement. Topochemical results have suggested an alternative to the 'emboxing concept' of cell wall development.
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